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Overview
• General	introduction	to	ctext.org
– Organization and principles

• Locating	and	using	texts	on	ctext.org
– Setup
– Search
– Editing

• Digital	tools	for	textual	analysis	&	visualization
– Text	reuse
– Pattern	search	(regular	expressions)
– Visualization



Fundamental	types	of	data
Images Transcriptions



Not	a	“traditional”	text	database

• Not	a collection of reviewed, authoritative text
– Databases of this type:

• Academia	Sinica漢籍全文
• CHANT /漢達文庫,	etc.

• Instead: methods of navigating primary sources
– Authority does not derive from expert review
– Instead: verification of evidence by individual users

• In particular: primary source materials



Interface
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search
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search
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Instructions



Finding	Texts

• Left-hand	side	=>	“Title	search”
• Possible	results:
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Transcription	(text	DB)
(not user editable)

Transcription	(wiki)
(user editable)

Transcription	(OCR,	wiki)
(uncorrected, editable)

Scanned	primary	source
(not	a	transcription)

• Example:

Indicates	this	transcription	is	linked	to	a	scanned
representation	of	the	四庫全書 edition	of	the	text



Editions

論衡 四部叢刊

四庫全書薈要

Abstract	work Digital	transcription
(DB	/	Wiki)

Scanned	text
(Library)

漢魏叢書

四部叢刊

四庫全書薈要

漢魏叢書

… …
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Hands-on	tutorial:	Part	I

• Overview
– Setup
– Finding	texts,	searching	in	texts, locating in scans
– Special	functions	in	the	textual	database
• Parallels,	translations,	commentary

– Editing
– Plugins

• (Tutorial:	“Practical	introduction	to	ctext.org”)



Hands-on	tutorial:	Part	II
• Text	Tools	plugin
• Textual	analysis	tools

– N-gram	counts
– Text	reuse	identification	using	n-grams
– Regular	expressions
– Cosine	similarity
– Principal	Component	Analysis

• Visualization	tools
– Network	graphs
– Heat	maps
– Charts

• (Tutorial:	“Text	Tools	for	ctext.org”)



CTP	URNs
• URNs	identify	textual	objects
• Finding:
– Open	contents	page	for	the	text
– Look	at	bottom-right	corner
– CTP	URNs	always	begin	“ctp:…”

• Decoding:
– Same	as	finding	texts	by	title:

• Paste	URN	into	“Title	search	box”
• Click	“Search”
• Contents	page	for	that	text	will	open
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2.	Choose	texts

1.	Select	function

3.	Run	analysis

4.	View	output



Hands-on	tutorial

• https://dsturgeon.net/maraas


